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Nassella viridula Green Needle Grass 
 

Plant type: Cool-season perennial bunchgrass 
Height: 18-36” 
 Season of interest:   Spring to early summer 
Water needs: Low 
Native Region: CO, AZ, KS, NE, NM, UT, WY 
Elevation: up to 8,500’ 
Important to know: Good habitat for ground nesting birds, 

especially waterfowl. 
 
 
 
 

Maintenance: Low  
Garden uses: Beds and Borders 
Habitat: Shortgrass prairie, on rocky slopes and 

dry woods. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ease of Propagation:  Easy 
 
Propagation:  Seed ripens from late June to mid-
July.  Scarify then 30-90 day cool moist stratification 
or plant outside in the fall or winter, plant to 1/8 
inch deep.  [USDA] 
 


