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Upcoming Events

Guided Hike at Two Bridges Open Space
Franktown, CO

May 22, 2022
9:00 am -12:00 pm

See native plants in their natural habitat
See the events page on our website for more details

This event is SOLD OUT
If you'd like to get on our waiting list, please send us an email here

Native Garden Tours
Golden, CO

June 09, 2022

Registration will open soon! Pleases check back here for more information.

Guided Native Plant Hike at Private Ranch
near Larkspur, CO

June 11, 2022
8:45 am - 12:00 pm

Join us on a hike near Larkspur, Co. at a property with high prairie meadows and impressive
cliff edge crevice rock gardens, featuring native plants that can grow in your own garden.

Expect a gently rolling 2 – 3 mile hike in beautiful landscape featuring flowering native flora and
identifying many of the native plants we love in Colorado!

For More Information and to Register
Please send is an email to be on the waiting list, if it is SOLD OUT by the time you register

Denver Pollinator/Native Plant Swap and Giveaway
June 12, 2022

10:00 am - 1:00 pm
 The People and Pollinators Action Network, EarthLinks, Wild Ones Front Range Chapter, and
the Metro Denver Chapter of the Colorado Native Plant Society are partnering for this year’s
Native Plant Swap and Giveaway at Earthlinks, 2746 W 13th Ave, Denver. 

The event is free to attend and open to the public. The variety of species and quantity of plants
is dependent on voluntary donations from community members like you. If you plan on
bringing native plants to swap, be sure to label each one that you bring with plant tags or
masking tape. Provide as much information as possible. List the common name, botanical
(Latin) name, sun requirements (Sun, Part Shade, Full Shade) and moisture requirements
(High, Moderate, Low, Dry/Xeric) if you know them. Please add what you intend on bringing to
the event here.

Please insure that any plants you plan to share at the swap are grown free of chemicals to
protect pollinator health: this means no herbicides, pesticides, fungicides or synthetic
fertilizers. The bees will thank you! To protect our natural areas, we also cannot accept
donations of plants that are listed as noxious weeds by the CO Dept. of Agriculture.**

Volunteers are needed to help with set up on 6/11/22, and day of event facilitation and
breakdown on 6/12/22. To sign up for a volunteer shift, click here.

Fort Collins Native and Pollinator-Friendly Plant Swap
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mailto:vrickiph@msn.com
https://frontrange.wildones.org/events/golden-private-native-garden-tours/
https://frontrange.wildones.org/events/guided-native-plant-hike-at-private-ranch-near-larkspur/
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https://www.earthlinks-colorado.org/
https://frontrange.wildones.org
https://conps.org/chapters/metro-denver-chapter/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLh-fBdXsS5FihBZGs5vnrCoMbvxVPoq7OSrm9We-_w8_O1A/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ad2ea3f5ce9-2022


June 18, 2022
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Fort Collins Native and Pollinator Plant Swap will be part of the City of Fort Collins Xeriscape
Garden Party. Come enjoy the fair and check out the plant swap to pick up some native and

pollinator plants and if you can, share some too! More details soon!

Crevice Gardens
by Kenton Seth

Editor’s note: This article is abridged from the original for use in this newsletter. To read the full article, originally published
in The Blazing Star (the quarterly publication of the North American Native Plant Society, nanps.org)

For those who have long been supporters of native plants and their supported creatures, the
recent fad of wildlife gardening across America is heartening. The movement is dominated by
prairie plants grown in prairie style, perhaps inspired by the pop-culture news of the decline of
the charismatic monarch butterfly (this isn’t totally inappropriate for a country whose middle
was once dominated by the prairie biome). But, habitats vary more than that, and the continent
is home to a plethora of them, each with their own specialists and local flavor. We can think of
habitats broadly as forest, prairie, desert, and rocky places. I believe that any given garden style
mimics one of the great biomes, however successfully or not. Some styles are directly inspired
by wild places, providing a clean archetype connecting a true biome to a human landscape
counterpart. 

Crevice gardens were developed in Europe as a means to grow mountain plants that were not
satisfied with simply being in a rock garden; to grow, they seemed to require being forced into
rock crevices. It has become so widely and internationally embraced, most plant-collection-
motivated botanic gardens have a crevice garden to house their saxatile (rock-loving) plant
collections. Many, like the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) Garden Wisley near London, use
them as immersive exhibits to educate students and visitors about alpine plants of alpine and
other rocky environments.

Within most broadly defined climates there exists some rocky place - where parent materials
are at the surface, soil is thin to nonexistent, and a unique niche is available to welcome the
evolution of very site-specific plants. These saxatiles may not have to compete with other plants
in more fertile places, may avoid wildfires, escape grazing (by being suspended on a cliff as a
“chasmophyte”) or adapt to toxic minerals (like serpentine) to have a place of their own. Even
in forest-dominated regions, there are plants (like Heuchera spp and ferns) which specialize in
the rock cracks of boulders underneath the forest canopy: rooted away from the wildly complex
and possibly competitive forest floor. They may even simply benefit, in their tiny statues, in
being elevated safe above smothering leaf-fall.

(Editors note: Native fern photos below courtesy of Colorado Native Plant Society)

Brittle Bladder Fern (Cystopteris
fragilis), Native and common in rocky

crevices, cliffs, and base of rocks,
from plains to alpine on eastern and

Lance-leaf Moonwort (Botrychium
lanceolatum). Native and common,
easily overlooked in montane and
subalpine meadows, openings in

Common Southern Maidenhair Fern
(Adiantum capillus veneris). Imperiled

(S2) in Colorado, but common in
southern US. Here it grows on moist

http://nanps.org/


western slopes of CO. Photo by Mo
Ewing.

forests and rocky slopes on Eastern
and Western slopes of CO. Photo by

Loraine Yeatts.

cliffs and near springs and seepages
from plains to foothills on eastern and
western slopes. Photo by Mo Ewing.

Crevice gardens have been defined as a garden built with more than half of its surface covered
in stone (usually deeply buried) for the express purpose of creating crevices for plants to grow
in. The top and bottom sides of a plant are distanced from one another thanks to the rocks -
each side given a bit more of the temperature and conditions it seeks. Essentially, tops are dryer
and warmer while bottoms are wetter and cooler. The surface of a crevice garden may be level
or tilted dramatically, further varying drainage and where moisture accumulates. In addition,
the orientation of rock faces creates an incredible diversity of microclimates in the garden
setting - like a tiny mountain with a warm sunny South face and a cooler North face where snow
lingers in winter. Many gardeners report being able to effectively stretch their USDA climate
zone in a small pocket of crevice garden by one or two zones. It’s not surprising that most
crevice gardens use no compost because of the focus on saxatile plants. In most regions around
the world, pure sand alone is an ideal “soil,” and in dryer regions like the Western US, gravel
fines make a more water-retentive, all-mineral growing media on their own. Gardeners have
observed that many plants (Penstemon comes to mind here) live longer in crevices, perhaps
because they do not overfeed on nutritious soil to “bloom out” and die young, or are not
attacked by soil-borne fungi and bacteria that thrive in humus-rich, composted soil. 

While crevice gardens have historically been
used to happily home exotic mountain
wildflowers from far-off lands, in modern
days this garden system is being used to house
locally native, rock-loving plants. My own
love affair with them sparked because of their
artistic appeal, but my commitment to them
was sealed when my first crevice garden
allowed me to grow, for the first time in my
gardening life, the elusive and glorious
paintbrushes, Castilleja spp. The first public
garden in the Denver area to be completely
xeric (here, watered every two weeks) and
completely crevice (in the traditional Czech
vertical style) was the APEX crevice garden. It
continues to be an eriogonum growing
machine since we built it in 2014. The very
dry surface resists germination of blown-in
weeds and sheds debris, accidentally proving
its low-maintenance potential. Another
regional motivation for using crevice gardens
is in the context of ever-diminishing water
resources in the American West, where our
water bills grow higher and regulations are
blossoming that discourage luxurious
expanses of lawns. 

Kenton Seth demonstrating crevice gardening techniques
in a Wild Ones Front Range workshop. Photos by Deb
Lebow Aal.

Rock-crevice gardens give us another element, another feature to use that gives life and interest
to a landscape when our consciences are more and more depriving us of installing ponds and
lawns. In dry climates, it is better for crevice gardens to not be dramatically tall, which
excessively sheds precious rain, but instead take a lower-profile form with a more textured
surface to catch and absorb rain. Small specimen plants are elevated a bit closer to viewers, safe
from being stepped on or subsumed by larger nearby plants, and spiney genera like
Echinocereus and Agave (both of which often have a propensity for rock crevices in nature) can
be given safe birth from traffic as well as a pedestal for the admiration they deserve.



Crevice gardens in Arvada and Ft. Collins
designed by Kenton Seth

As more public and private gardeners use crevice gardens, more universal benefits have arisen.
I have noticed in the crevice gardens I’ve built how spiders are often the first visible invertebrate
to show up on the scene. This makes me think of how scientists studying newly-formed volcanic
islands have observed the head-scratching paradox of spiders, a predator, appearing before
their prey. When visiting rock gardens in Europe and interviewing their gardeners, I noticed
how the rock garden was the warm place where snakes and lizards gravitated to bask. Many
Czech gardeners built spaces with the primary intent of attracting some particular wildlife- like
a scarab or salamander. In my own unirrigated crevice garden, tiny, colorful, solitary ground-
nesting bees relish dwelling in the well-drained soil because it is not flooded with irrigation or
clogged with turf. Crevice gardens - as a charismatic and visible representative of rock gardens -
satisfy a niche that is needed in the post-wild novel ecosystems of our human-built landscape.
They are a hospitable analogy to a rocky cliff within a city. They can also be a plantable,
permeable alternative to a retaining wall, which is more inviting to wildlife or be plantable with
flowers, feeding pollinators, larvae, and the mental health of urban dwellers. Do we deserve
another wall, or a garden?

Admittedly, rock gardening’s history sprouts from the Victorian era among elite British gentry.
Only those with resources (to own land, build follies, and travel to the colonies) could enjoy
such rare delights as Gentiana farreri from the exotic Himalayas. But a hundred years later,
with rock gardening represented by hobby clubs across most countries in the western world, at
least a half dozen revolutionary crevice gardens have been made with the humblest material:
broken concrete. This recycled material levels the playing field - a rock garden can be had
anywhere there are humans, and in those regions where rock is genuinely not available. Can we
jokingly call it “anthropocene limestone?”  The Utrecht University Botanic Gardens in Holland-
a country who boasts acreage that didn’t exist before humanity and whose region is not one of
mountains and rock- built a world class crevice exhibit made of concrete pavers knitted
together in spheres, dripping with alpine plants from around the world.

Utrecht University Botanic Gardens have one of the
biggest rock gardens in Europe. No natural rock was used
for building this rockery: it was built with slag, the waste
product of steel production. Photo courtesy of the North
American Rock Garden Society.

As we move forward in a modern era where we see ourselves as both subjects and architects of
biological systems - capable of escaping what seemed like natural boundaries of mammals, but
undeniably limited by certain tethers. We must integrate our ever-growing sophistications of
science and intellectual connectivity to that which is closer: we begin to value what is near -
what is ours. We appreciate what makes an individual place special in the midst of a network of
unfathomable numbers of towns and cities like our own across the planet, and all the unique



life in-between. Going forward is also going back- reconnecting to our roots, leveraging our
local native plants to face new challenges. A million hopeful strategies exist in moving forward,
and crevice gardens - a niche garden feature with a goofy name- is taking its place as one of the
tools we will use. 

Kenton J. Seth is a thirty-something Western-Colorado based garden designer and builder,
specializing in natives regionally and crevice gardens further afield; his business is
at PaintbrushGardens.com. 

His book, The Crevice Garden : How to make the perfect home for plants from rocky
places, by Kenton Seth and Paul Spriggs, will be in North American bookstores in August
2022 and on pre-order at BarnesAndNoble.com.

Wild Ones' Front Range Chapter hosted a crevice garden talk by Kenton (enjoy listening to
the recording here!) and a Crevice Build workshop on April 24, 2022.

Bird Feeders and Avian Flu
by Deb Lebow Aal

Colorado Parks and Wildlife and many others are recommending taking down bird feeders and
baths because of the appearance of avian flu in wild birds. On April 10, 2022, Wyoming Game
and Fish Department received results of a Blackbilled Magpie that tests positive for HPAI H5N1
(avian flu). Multiple other birds were found dead and tested positive for avian flu.

I don’t think you should freak out. I think it’s important to read what Colorado Parks and
Wildlife has put out on this issue in their fact sheet.

Wild birds will be able to feed themselves with natural food sources at this time of year. This
seems like a good time to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of bird feeders in general.
I know, we love seeing birds in our backyards – that’s a large part of why we are native plant
gardeners - to help birds and other wildlife survive. And I know when my birdfeeders are full, I
have a lot more birds in my backyard. It's super easy food. But there are many downsides to
backyard birdfeeders.

They are messy (even with the bird seed that’s not supposed to be messy!). They attract
unwanted critters - I always have more squirrels and mice in my backyard when the feeders are
up. If you put them near windows, you are inviting accidental bird contusions. Definitely not
good for the birds.

There are some who say that birdfeeders alter migratory behavior. There are some who say they
are the worst thing you can do for birds (yes, I’ve personally heard that) – because the bird
population increases too much with the ready food supply, only to crash if you are not diligent
in filling those feeders. So, you are artificially altering population numbers. And some say it’s
just not natural. The better way is to plant plants that the birds can use as food, shelter and
nesting. And, we’ve all heard that what's important for baby birds are insects, not seed. 

These are all perhaps valid concerns. Audubon International, however, still promotes
birdfeeders as a wonderful way to attract birds to your landscape (see their fact sheet).
You’ll have to decide what you think is right, but perhaps for now, to be on the safe side, don’t
fill them till this avian flu is no longer a threat. 

And, for goodness sake, if you decide to keep birdfeeders, clean them regularly!

Western tanager at rest - bird friendly yards provide
natural food and habitat throughout the seasons. Photo
courtesy of Colorado Native Plant Society.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2tQk2COIK8
https://cpw.state.co.us/Documents/Wildlife-Health/HPAI-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza.pdf
https://auduboninternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/WHM-Bird-Feeding.pdf


Announcements and Acknowledgements

Native Plant Sales

It is that time - we want to buy plants, and it is often hard to source
native plants. So, we thought we'd provide info about some
upcoming native plant sales. These are not Wild Ones events, but
we are highlighting them for your shopping convenience.

City Park Farmers Market: Urban Roots, a small space and
sustainable landscape design company, will be selling xeric and
native plants at the City Park Farmer's Market, located at Denver's
East High School (Colfax and Columbine), the second and fourth
Saturday of the month, May 14 through October 29, 2022, 8am -
1pm. A Wild Ones volunteer may be on hand to to answer questions
on planting native plants and the significance of having a native
plant landscape.

Denver Botanic Gardens: May 6-7, 2022, 9am-5pm. Yes, they do have native plants, but best
to come with a list and know what's native. Details at their website.

Horticultural Arts Society of Colorado Springs Plant Sale: May 13-14, 9am -5pm, HAS
Cottage Backyard in Monument Valley Park, Colorado Springs, CO.

Gardens on Spring Creek Plant Sale: May 14-15 9am - 5 pm; last admission at 4 pm, The
Gardens on Spring Creek, Fort Collins, CO.

Boulder Public Library Seed/Seedling Swap: June 4, 2022, 1pm -
2:30pm, Meadows Branch, Boulder Public Library, Boulder, CO. This
is not exclusively a native plant event, so please seek out the native
seedling designated area. If you are a Boulder County resident,
please consider getting involved - we need native seedlings and
volunteers. Consider potting up your unwanted native seedlings or
extras from your winter/spring sow, or contact us to coordinate help in
salvaging your extras! Interested in volunteering? Please contact
Jennifer Frazer at ranatrafusca@yahoo.com.com for more
information.

High Plains Environmental Center: Place your orders on-line. For more information, please
see their website.

And of course, when you shop at our local nurseries, ask for Colorado native plants!! The more
we ask for ‘em, the more they’ll want to stock native plants.

We love to hear from you, and we are always looking for people to write articles for the
newsletter. If you would like to comment on anything in this newsletter or write an

https://www.botanicgardens.org/events/special-events/spring-plant-sale
https://www.fcgov.com/gardens/spring-plant-sale
mailto:ranatrafusca@yahoo.com
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article, please send your comments or ideas to FrontRangeWildOnes@gmail.com.

Wild Ones Front Range Chapter | https://frontrangewildones.org/
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